Shigella stands up to the challenge of adhesion.
The invasion process of S. flexneri is well characterized, but mechanisms underlying this bacterium's adhesion to host cells have remained obscure. In this issue of Cell Host & Microbe, Brotcke Zumsteg et al. (2014) report a surprising role for the Shigella virulence factor IcsA (VirG) as an adhesin.